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EDITORIAL 


A Bird’s Eqe View and Beyond 

For people living in the pre-aviation period, a ‘bird’s eve 
view represented the conspectus of a given geographical area 
Metaphorically it was a vision of the whole But it was 
a general view lacking in the precision and accuracy of details 
Literally a bird’s eye view was much limited since birds do 
not generally fly beyond a certain altitude. Our sophisticated 
air-crafts enlarged the bird’s view. This vision has been maximized 
by the space crafts. Now human beings are able to watch their 
own little planet earth m all its totality. The expression bird’s eve 
view may be obsolete. A cosmonaut’s eye view may be relatively 
more accurate! Has a corresponding enlargement of vision happened 
m human attitude and understanding, beyond this literal, physical 
vision of the whole? * J 

A person trained in modern scientific methodology used to be 
very uncomfortable with bird’s eye-views. Scientific objectivity 
increasing specialization, analytical spirit and preoccupation with' 

the c ac ™ y d f 1,!s are th ? ught t0 be at the opposite pole of 
a so-called general, vague and hazy vision. It is true that this 
polar opposition has helped to satisfy to some extent the quest for 

thifSaL SC b ltlfiC rh' ° ri S inaI1 y aPPlied in phy^sciences 
* b s „ a ° been extended to human sciences and related fields 
; n fhp f U '. ve pnociple of scientific method. The achievements 

*. J e ‘ j iCt sclences owc a S r£ at deal to this fundamental metho- 
dological opposition. 

But many serious scientists the in selves have long begun to 
suspect that the so far successful scientific concern with the 
objective, the analytical and the particular has resulted in a scientific 
reductionism detrimental to a sane view of reality. Thus a reverse 
trend has been set. More and more visionary scientists now begin 
to be interested in shaping a holistic scientific world view. This 
view would dare to draw conclusions which are not strictly 
IL 'scient^^^c , ’ from Quantum theory, Relativity theory and the availit* 
grade researches in particle physics, molecular biology or brain 
research. They freely enter the sanctuaries of Zen Buddhism, Taoism 
or Yoga in search of hidden links with modern scientific picture 
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of reality. Eliminating an exaggerated concern with the individual 
trees, they seem to look romantically for the woods themselves. 
The bird’s eye view or its modern counter part in its best sense 
seems to be in vogue. 


The old philosophical preoccupation with the relationship between 
the part and the whole, between the particular and the universal 
or between the multiple and the One is still with us in altered 
forms. Attempts to define this relationship has never been fully 
successful For the visionary scientists understanding' reality in 
terms of integral relationship is fundamental For some of the 
physicists it is highly significant that the sub-atomic particles can 
never be understood as individual entities, but only as intercon¬ 
nections between processes of observation and measurement, Werner 
Heisenberg, one of the proponents of Quantum theory had remarked: 
“The world thus appears as a complicated tissue of events in which 
connections of different kinds alternate or overlap or combine and 
thereby determine the texture of the whole.’ 5 


A new vision of the whole, an exhilarating sense of the One 
is gradually emerging from many different quarters. The paradox 
is that parochial and partial vision, most often highly destructive 
than creative is simultaneously shooting forth a thousand heads 
one against the other Everybody is agreed that we need the 
holistic vision of a bird seye view. But some birds seldom fly. 

Some others fly a little higher. Very few soar sufficiently high But 
all have their own eye views! Humanity was hoping that a ' cos¬ 
monaut s eye view might be more holistic since coming from a 
higher plane. But is it not a little bit depressing to find that the 
American, Russian or Indian eye view is simply transplanted in 
the outer space as well? Herein lies one of the most crucial moral 
challenges before mankind. uluItl 


(K. M. G) 


Vattasseril Mar D/onqs/us stood 
for the freedom of the Church 

(Presidential Address by H. H. Baseliuse Marthoma Mathews I 
Catholicos of the East inviting Dr. M. Hidayatullah, Vice President 
of India to inaugurate the Public Meeting in connection with the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Passing away of Malankara Sabha- 
bhasuran Vattasseril Geevarghese Mar Dionysius Metropolitan on 
26-2-1984) 

Your Excellency Dr. Hidayatullah, Vice President of India, 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Sri. K. Karunakaran, Honourable Minister 
of State for External affairs Sri. A. A. Rahim, Your Graces, 
honourable ministers and respected speakers and our beloved people. 

For us, this 50th anniversary of the passing away of our 
distinguished predecessor Geevarghese Mar Dionysius, is an occasion 
of joy and thanksgiving. We rejoice, because we today .enjoy the 
fruits of his labour. 

Mar Gheevarghese Dionysius was the Malankara Metropolitan 
of this ancient Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, which was 
founded by St. Thomas in 52 A. D. As the head of this community 
for a quarter of a century beginning from 1909, he stood for the 
freedom of the church, most vital to the welfare of the church in 
India. He had to face trials and persecution in defending that 
principle. As a true Christian and a Christian leader, he faced those 
trials and persecution with utmost dedication and patience* 

He did not himself become Catholicos of the East, though he 
was eminently worthy of being the first Indian occupant of that 
Catholicate. But he was God’s instrument, more than 70 years 
ago, for restoring the Catholicate of the East, which had fallen 
vacant and become almost defunct in Persia since 1895. In 1912, 
Geevarghese Mar Dionysius took the lead in getting the Catholicate 
of the East re-established, and transferred to India. 

On September 12, 1912, at the ancient Church of Niranom, 
Mar Ivanios, the seniormost Bishop of our Church, was installed 
as the first Indian Catholicos of the East, We are the fifth Indian 
occupant of that Apostolic Throne of St. Thomas which has 
become the symbol of our independence and autonomy. What we 
celebrate today is the 50th anniversary of the passing away of the 
great Metropolitan of Malankara, who made the re-establishment of 
that Apostolic throne possible, by the grace of God. Behind the 
scenes, we know that the great and saintly Mar Dionysius continues 
to intercede for us and for our Church. Today we pay tribute to the 
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memory of a great.Indian national, who fought to defend the Indian 
Church from foreign incursions, and was tarsi shied enough tn sn¬ 
ap a firm bulwark for the freedom and autonomy of the iSiS 
Church, in the form of the Catholicate of the East t 1 d 

Mar Dionysius was as much a man of learning as he was a 
paragon of sanctity and integrity. The writings he left hehinH 
clear statements of the faith of the Churcf! Tfife S t an 

j mL f aal ,^ ann f> sa . ncdty - learning and administrative ability. For 
us 15 lakhs of Orthodox Christians, his memory is still a most in 
spiring one, as you not.cc from the enthusiasm of our people today" 

You have done us a singular honour, Your Excellent u ■ 
present with us to inaugurate this public meeting. In a sSnillS 
like ours, it is a great privilege that both our Prelu ? 
Vice-President hail from minority communities .f. and 011 r 

testimony to our secular democracy that von , IS a S reat 

and scholar, who is also a devout MuZ distinguished jurist 
public meeting in honour of a meat chrkd^ i inau 8 ura te 
national and state leaders from all the m-noZi - eader = and that 
of Kerala can be joining with us in nnr hi ^ e . ! S lous communities 
grateful for ,he p4„ceCf „ ur M ^ We are most 

a very devout and pious Hindu as wpli , c ■[' K * Karunakaran 
Minister of Slate for External aiSrTwhn i A ' A ' Rallim - the 
pihgnmage to Mecca. There are sever-d Ju™ 5 ! recently made his 
today who hail from different Hindu and Th - W Wl!l bespeaking 
uru, ■ v i ‘ r-unstian communities. 

We in Kerala are still very p roU( i nf 

and the mutual respect of our religion f l ° UI * commua al harmony 
As you probably know, this harmonv w^ U ' nitles for each other, 
by some unfortunate developments in L PUt to the lest last year 
a Church in Nilackai, at a site -,«,!!• connection with buildln^ 
Apostle of Jesus Christ and the founder S Wlth ,- St ' Thomas the 
For a while there was the fear in all of ° f V r , Church in. India, 
and violent conflict would spread to our flt’J , com munal frenzy 
to the nobility and restraint of leaders of both u- l 1S a S rcat tribute 
in Kerala that the matter has now been w and Christians 
Hindu brethren and sisters as well as theirV^T b y settl <id. Gur 
commended for their exemplary wisdom if nlT l ° be s P=cially 
in finding a just settlement of the probi m £ £ * C0 . nflict nod 
similar attitude would prevail in other narts* ofr wisll 'that a 
iminal conflicts take a violent turn and inflict a k where M’m- 

people! ,u mt1lct a Heavy tall on our 

We Orthodox Christians who have a hict„ ■ . 

as old as Christianity itself, have no hesitating ,n J ia w hich is 
commitment to a secular state in India wlK . m affir ming our 
alike, be he Hindu, Muslim, Christian I k? reats n cver y Indian 
or Zoroastnan. We are proud of Inrflv. i J ? ln ’ Budd hist, Jew 

India s plural heritage, and we 
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do not want any one religion to have preferred treatment, unless it 
is to remedy grievous injustice. 

Your presence in our midst, Dr. Hidayatullah, is a powerful 
testimony to this commitment to communal harmony, and to the 
equality of all religions in a secular state. We are immensely 
grateful to you for having taken the pains to be present with us 
on this occasion. We know that tomorrow you have to be back 
in our national capital to preside over our Rajya Sabha. We know 
that you have shown a special favour to a minority community in 
consenting to be present today in our midst despite your many 
commitments. 

Our brother Metropolitan Dr. Thomas Mar Makarios has 
already welcomed Your Excellency on behalf of all of us. May I 
now have the privilege, Dr. Hidayatullah, Vice-President of India, 
to request you to grace this occasion with your learned inaugural 
address. 







“From Ashes Unto Qlorq” 

-Onaugural address of H. E. Dr/M. Hidayatulla, Vice President of 
India at the Public meeting in connection with the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Passing away of Malankara Sabhabhasuran 
Vattassenl Dionysius Metropolitan, on 26-2-1984) 

Your Holiness the Catholicos, Ministers, Bishops and distin¬ 
guished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, F 

We are not celebrating the death annivSiry-rathcr so much 
as death comes to all of us-we are celebrating the deeds of a man 
who created history and live in our memory 

The Orthodox Church founded bv AdosHp St mu, 

52 A. D. is the oldest church m the kft The hie WumL "1 
Mar Dionysius has inherited its tradition and faith/ attass >enl 

The Orthodox church which is a symbol of Liberty is a strong 
hnk of liberation in the Indian Nationality. The Philosophy of the 
late Vattassenl Mar Dionysius who fought for establishing ll 
unique * 1 ° f Malankara Orthodox church from llte foreign mle fs 

The great leader who loved freedom had r 
ordeal from time to time. He was hminHwi i t0 face . 1111ai W an 
He was excommunicated. He ^ c many tribulations. 

‘Treasury of knowledge’. He was readv faith and a 

freedom. ady 10 sacrifice everything for 

Vattassenl Metropolitan, a man nf 
mitable courage has built the Orthortnv S !^ at , nl ' n S and indo- 
ashes once again into such a glorious state a,most from the 

The Orthodox Church has upheld the nmi 
which forms the basis of Christianity The ! • SOp iy ol liberation 
gave strength for other Christian communities' 11°? n ? f l his church 
their trumpet of liberation. s 11 ^ n dia for raising 

Geevarghese Mar Dionysius who made the m ■ 
liberty and peace was instrumental in the hands £ r ‘j n caU for 
the church into its original state of freedom u ° od to restore 
suffer for the right cause. The crucifixion of ChrUt W f wlllin S to 
the philosophy of liberation. This has become th" 1 ^ cnli S^n 
national liberation process. . scorns the basis of out 

We have to face a number of problems in our lean . , 

progress In India we are passing through a different l° Wardi 
there have been divisions on the basis n frlv- t me because 
weakenins our prosperity. The minor iss „es whilh" ri21? 
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process should not become the cause of bigger issues. It will 
hinder our progress. We should accept this as our guideline for 
attaining peace and progress. 

No religion teaches to offend the teaching of another religion. 
Hate and religion won’t go together. There is a proverb in 'Koran 7 
—“Your religion is yours. My religion is mine”. But everybody 
believes in God. The goodness of mankind is more important. 

The goodness of mankind is the corner stone of Christian 
faith. The late Vattassenl Mar Dionysius tried to find out the 
goodness. He has imbibed our cultural heritage of pardoning and 
forgiving. 

We should be able to express our faith through love. This 
will not be possible without a deep understanding of our faith. 
We should be able to love everything that God has created. 

We must sacrifice everything for establishing truth, justice and 
freedom. Let the life and teachings of the late Mar Dionysius 
lead our cause. 

Our faith will not be complete without religious tolerance. 
This is the teaching of each and every religion. "Let us be the 
soldiers of liberation who have accepted religious tolerance as their 
shield and armour. 


(Compiled by Paul Manaiif) 






Mar Dionysius placed a creative 
role in shaping the history of the 
Orthodox Church 

(Thomas Mar Athanasios Suffraaan M a(P „ 

'homa Church') agan Mstfopolitan of the Mar 


Your Excellency Dr. Hidavatulla \r t> ■ 

Your Holiness the Catholicos/Ministe^ Bmth Pre ^ d . ent of lnd ! a > 
and Gentlemen* siepJ ° r °ther, Bishops, Ladies 

Today, we celebrate the50th death Ann;, 
leader of the Malankara Orthodox q V i-; nn ^f® rsaT y of an illustrious 
recollections of seeing him, hearing £ U1 a C ? nn ! h - I have vivid 

crowds at his burial service, lamenting thf Witnessing the huge 
leader. meriting the death of a revered 

The late Geevarghese Mar Dion * x 
with unusual intellectual acumen h!!,? Metro Pohtan was endowed 

In ^ ure » .authentic grasp of the’ meaning'nf’n, 0 *' thc churcd and 
all, the willingness to suffer for what hi u / Pe church and above 
for the cause for which he was calWlt b £ lieved to be precious 
does not allow me to dwell at lemrth ^ °,, be the Ieader - Time 
of this outstanding personality. b the re markable qualities 

Today we are gathered here in 

?L?“ wh0 > more than any one eke^^ 0 ^ to the memory 
Orthodox Syrian Church. 1 do not wish ? aped the destiny of the 
and administrative positions of the h 1° c ? m P are the theological 
Such a persuit will not enable mtn churc hes in this country. 

tmestinrf ^l 10nysius Prided. The* right ^ ^ pe of le adership the 
chaii^nain f COmparatlve ec clesioloev^'S^t question to ask is not a 
allengtng question. What was tlf/v ^ 1 11 * s a more spiritually 

tn t0 the vSn?V,I S10n he saw and the price 

pi u ac th Qt the foundations far tn everl * :s of history testify 
Church were laid not only durim. h , tbc growth of the Orthodox 
person like the late Mar nil h ‘ S tlme but by him. A dynamic 
creative role in shaping the histor^ of t p Played an unquestionably 
I believe that his vi - Orthodox Church. 

autonomy of the church and 11 0 ° f . the Church comprised of both 

newS.nt f UlC Same tra dition C fo v tiCa! relatlon ship with other 
new chapter; a task which w?' 1 hl , m we the opening of a 

and t ° f \ he Oturch he Tai d l° St difficult Perform. But at 

Sk m° U i red x With a vision d thit Wn unu u sual gifts of leadership 
trials the late Mbtropolit^^^. becamo ditn amidst th " 
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During a crisis, the late Metropolitan is said to have remarked 
that what matters most is the quality of the Church rather than 
the numerical strength or the quantitative aspect. 

Such was the man and such, the memory he has left behind 
I know that in Ins day thousands of people revered him and this 
meeting, the presence of distinguished leaders and the mass of 

people gathered here is a proof of the momentum Mar Dionvsius 
Metropolitan has provided. ysLiis 

The inspiration of humanity is the roll-call of its famous men 
On behalf of the Mar Tlmma Syrian Church, on this historic 
occasion I olTer sincere felicitations to the Malankara Svrian 
Gburch, J - L 




o because vve are hnnnnrmr, „ , 

Geevarghese Dionysius who ‘ h d remembe ring a great 
nee for a progressive a,,a „_t-^ s sowed the seeds of 


of 

in 


Mar Qeevarghese Diongsius, 
a great soul 

(Sri. K. M. Mathew, Chief Editor, Malayala Manorama) 

My humble respects to our beloved Tin-, a. t , .. „ 

M, Hidayathulla, our Chief Minister Sri k * ashtra P athl °r. 
A. A. Rahim, H. H. the Catholicos of the JW ^ 

Mathews I, His Grace Mar AtKanasffis a n ™ i ■ Martl }°, ma 

gathering here. s and the large distinguished 

This is a red letter day in the snnaii. 
of India in general and the Orth ? d s 2^ ^ an Community 

Malabar in particular. ° rthodox Syrian Community of 

It is so 
sout, Mar 
independence for 

Kerala. 'fihtened community 

Mar Dionysius stood firm I v U r,a 

Gibralter against vissicitudes of onn^v 0 CI ? nly ,ike the rock oF 

The inspiration and leaders],i„ “ ‘ ^ d = s “ i P‘ i ‘>"' 

intellectuals of Kerala to his Iaudahf Ven ^ y b ' m drew the eminent 

They gave him support absolute" T ^ 

administrative independence of the clmrch t0 fight for th ® 

He fought many legal battles 

to know his testimonies in the c,m ,7 sir ’ you wil1 be interested 
classic and epic by itself. urt ’ month after month, is a 

Mahatma Gandhi fought asaffi t 

brought independence for our mi olio 3 mighty imperial power, and 
win independence. Mar DionS*I?! 100 ' He lived to see India 
fruits of his great sufferings which ( d , n °f remain to enjoy the 
The presence of Upa R J enJ ° y &t presenL 

a fitting recognition of the erina^ 1 * our m ' ds t this evening * s 
sightedness. c greatness of his soul and his far 

Sir, you have adorned wni . 

the Chief Justice of the SuriY-,,, C ls J, ln ction and grace the office of 
distinction of becoming the E oF India - You had the 

the youngest advocate L ^‘, 8 PKader in the country in 1942, 
Justice of Nagpur High Court in 1958^* and the youngest Chief 
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You Sir, are the only person who had acted as President 
Vice-President and the Chief Justice of Courts thus holding the 
three top positions of our country at the same time. 

Your election as Vice-President of India is also unique as all 
parties unanimously elected you. As officiating president of India 
you have won for us great laurels from different nations of the 
world. 

You arc a good teacher, one of the most respected jurists of 
the country and one of the most successful presiding officers of 
Rajya Sabha. You seldom sit after the question hour and 1 am 
sure that Minister Rahim will testify that this one hour is made 
lively by your witticisms, quotations from Urdu, Persian and 
French classics; your sense of humour has defend tensions on many 
critical occasions. 

It will be unfair for me if I don’t make mention of your most 
secular outlook. I consider this great event as Sangam of three 
great culture. You Sir, are a great Muslim married to a great 
Hindu lady and to-day you bless by your presence a X’an Com¬ 
munity with a tradition of 2000 years in India. 

Sir, on behalf of this ancient and independent church we 
express our deepest sense of gratitude to you in your having con 
descended to be with us. Our heartfelt thanks are due 1o our 
Chief Minister Karunakaran who is guiding the destiny of the State 
in a most difficult time. Our special thanks are due to him and we 
wish him well. 

Minister Rahim, in a short time, has distinguished himself as 
a good minister and our sincere thanks are due to him. 

Our church is thankful to Mar Athanasius Suffragan Metro¬ 
politan and the ministers. Today the members of our church from 
Delhi to Cape Comerin have gathered here which show our soli¬ 
darity and faith in the leadership of our great leader, H. H. the 
Catholicos. We pray God Almighty to guide us in future also. 







Heroic Virtues and 


Vattasseril Thirumerw 

C. K. Kochukoshy I, A. S. (Rtd.) 

my mind^the" stdk? ’Stif ihe^ fiaShe5 r th / OUgh 

virtues associated with some of the Christian ?u ^ Cr ° 1C 

past. We normally imagine that a 5 If , of the , hoary 

secluded from the liurry-''skurrv of IS L any Tell S lon is one 
hermitage, praying and meditaLJ- 1,fe * se ^ estered in a 
to get his darsban. A different tvpe of a Sin^mav^^ ^ 
Pundit with knowledge as his forte all r y b geological 
interpreting the scriptures mak na Drofo^ H ^ , ™ 6 studyin S a " d 
morals and discipline of ltis rel|ion °md £™^ nto , 0n 1 the faith, 
puritanical life. We may also visualize a still differm t holy man* 
a live-wire organizer who always runs to the succour?vf £° ly ’ 
ssed who extends a helping hJnd to Si thos™Z led7%^ 
exudes the image of a good Samaritan doing some social a ? 
every day as a philosophy of his life Holv in 1 good 

distinguished some of them from the earlv saintf f , Way ’ what 
however, was the predeminence of heroism in thl u° chn ^endom 
which gave a new glittering dimension tfVi? - th ir . taes the latter 
ahty and image. These hefoic virtuS ame ?^' Sacnfices ’ P^son- 
deep commitment to the causes thev wnll 0 ™ 5" extra ordmarily 
laith in God which make them bold" to^ fr C and an unflinching 
His sake. To present day tacticians it S, any P rivatioa for 
heroism had not been quite warranted an^I? appear that such 
been served more economically with 1! , ““ Causes could have 
example the case of St. Peter He yd v CSS sacnfice - Take for 
with his head down, a much less conve.nicn+ Capt ° rS to crucif y dim 
than the normal one if only he had imu i, P os ture for execution 
been crucified in the normal way as his I orT* q n iet ’ he woul d have 
asked for a more cruel f orm of death fnvV But Peter heroically 

himself. Heroic virtue therefore is not V * tln , S more tr °uble for 
with courage and conviction, but doi, J nei '? ly facia S challenges 
out any regard for consequences. There £ Wlth a baa S a nd with- 
about the depth of commitment involved S t? SC 0 P e f° r any doubt 
returns with minimum necessary °* ved ’ The ideas of maximum 
bus,ness administration do not exist in Whlch guide modem 

MSt the realm of heroic virtues. 

Perhaps with a tinge of filial aff 

Dionysius had been born in some ef i b 1 believe that if Mar 
geographical context, his na me would ’f ceaturies in a different 

r L cf h 1 I s ,c 10 r arc believed to 2? * T a ready adorned the 
God on behalf of sinful mortals like , lc S l antly ^ceding before 

1Ke us ' Eve n so, the really great 
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souk of the past have left behind them vivid shadows of their lives 
which have an invincible tendency to appear longer and longer as 
decades and centuries pass by, very much like the steadily elongating 
shadows created by the afternoon sun. It is under the influenc! 
of this elongating shadow that we are forced to think of Mar 
Dionysius every year and to assign to him the sobriquet “SnW 
OF THE MALANKARA CHURCH”. It is he who persuaded the 
Patriarch of Antioch to transplant the old Catholicatc from Tigris to 
Kerala, This was no doubt an overdue recognition of the autocephalv 
of the Indian Church as in the caseofany other Orthodox Church 
All these churches have national bases and are autocephalous. In any 
case, this would have become inevitable when India became free in 
1947, despite the desire of a small section of our brethren ^ to 
preserve the anachronistic umbilical cord with Antioch. 


One of the most distinguished historians of the current century 
Z. M, Pa ret, has graphically described the trials and tribulations of 
Mar Dionysius, in his efforts to uphold * he dignity of the Malankara 
Church. The image of Mar Dionysius which emerges from the 
pages of Paret’s history is that of an extraordinary Knight of the 
Garter in the realm of church and endowed with an intellect far 
superior to any of the Knights: A native Bishop, resisting all 
pressures to wrest agreements surrendering their temporal rights to 
foreign authority, naturally exasperated the Patriarch who had 
believed that such agreements were necessary after the Royal Court 
decision ruling out any such powers for him in Malankara Th 
intense desire of the Patriarch to secure temporal powers and the 
equally intense opposition to it spearheaded by Mar Dionysius 
collided, resulting in the excommunication of the latter. For half a 
century, the atmosphere in Malankara was surcharged with emotion 
All patriotic elements lined up behind Mar Dionysius giving him 
solid support. The late G. M. Cheriyan offered the first prototype 
of present day gherao against the Patriarch and thwarted for the 
time being, all designs against the Malankara Metropolitan. But 
events were moving fast and Mar Dionysius vvas finally excommu¬ 
nicated, alienating from Antioch, the sympathies of a large section 
of the church. This eventually led to the traumatic split in the church. 


A permanent solution to the problem of foreign domination 
was to obviate the very necessity of depending upon Antioch for all 
ecclesiastical purposes, once and for all. It may be recalled 
that this dependence had started only in the seventeenth 
century for the consecration of our bishops fully in conformity 
with cannonical law for which benediction of an episcopal 
authority was deemed essential, H, H. Abdul Messiah the senior 
Patriarch of Antioch was kind,enough to accede to the request of 
Mar Dionysius and bestowed on us the heritage of the old Catho- 
Feate of the East at Tigris which had become defunct a few decades 
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Xh e S^^M“i!»^'hein«=„ S Uy 

as if it were a gold necklace. He wa S r fJf ■ 'T ac f e ^ * 
because the subsequent invalidation of ttl ght in thls metaphor 
judiciary and also by the establishment of , e 1 f co “™ u ni c at lon by the 
nkara shows that it was nothin" but a mf ^ CathoIl cate m Mala- 
some of our own people who hnd ™f„ bles . sm S m disguise. Even 
at the time are today rallying round th ™ atlon about the Catholicate 
a reduced weight and lusture cnmnr — ry sarne institution with 
it was the sheer boldness intellect mu 0 n v! Slng canonical law. 

virtues of Mar Dionysius which in,., honesty and other heroic 
stature of an independent entity anri • for our Church the 

in the twentieth century If Mar ly su . hs phcnominal growth 
temptations and signed the aareemllrt 'r 8 had succumbed to the 
would have been under the tutelage n f, a ! ore said, even today we 
more problems and sufTocaling our initial ' 61 ® 11 ^ erarc hy> creating 

acive and self respect. 


Mar Dionysius was an Intellect,,, i 
theological mind. He was a Jnana , with a penetrating 

sertations on the fundamentals of OrthmU^r .^5* ef and j llic y d ‘ s ' 

He challenged the validity of his excom * faith very famous, 
natural justtce and canonical law S^^'^tion on grounds of 

h?m ’ r»u° Ut , Uncai],1 >' ^pects of bibbf grilled him in 

him. As a Bishop he could not afford t „ Cal le Scnds to confound 
any of the allusions nor their reW? d quest t°n the sanctity of 

Sanafn hey fA^ h!m wh «her God A W i the question of natural 
explanation of Adam and Eve beforetlC ghty had obtained the 

garden of Eden. A lesser genius wonUM were ex P e Hed from the 
His opponents were trying to nm,„ d ilave floundered miserably- 
excommunicating him arbitrarily^ wif 1 tbo Patriarch was ri"ht in 
glued on to him inquisitively \ e /"^yes and ear were 

advocates by saying that astoni shed the rv,„*E , u,p 

was totally denying it. Het^als Adam had confessS ^ 5e 

'£ p 5i?\ b I ^ s °f ha Th^ 2&to“ P ss d, a ! ni to and c To n t 

virtual synod of threo m e SS"'. «i« Son and ,t & , Co A m , H 2 
S ‘‘examination'^ 1 him ""irt"!’, Those ^oEStionsd 

Sara ZKsT&yXz d 

question was repeated to £, wus never 

minded the advocate the exact 
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earlier date on which he had answered the same and the accuracy 
oi Ins memory was always found to be phenominal. 

The spiritual and saintly aspect of his personality has been 
almost entirely obscured by his heroic and intellectual image. The 
superhuman halo of his Karma Yoga is noted by ail his admirers 
though a few of them also know the strength of his Bhakti Yoga. 
He had an unflinching faith in God which he did not like to 
exhibit. But he was a saint par excellence. The Malankara Church 
has yet to consider more seriously the question of his canoniza¬ 
tion. I have experienced liis blessings on a few occasions which 
were definitely miraculous by any standards. My recently published 
book INTO AN HOUR GLASS contains references to these 
mystic experiences. The book itself is dedicated to his sanctified 
memory. During the tumultuous days of the summary case regard¬ 
ing the possession of the Old Seminary in 1911, an enemy ament 
set upon to do away with his life, one night climbed up a ladder 
stealthily placed behind his room in the upper story of the Seminary 
building. The mercenary fell down twice from the ladder on seeio" 
the Metropolitan deeply engrossed in his midnight prayers and 
kneeling before God, unaware of the diabolic designs against him 
in operation. The murder mission having thus failed, Mar Dionvsius 
continued to be m possession of the Old Seminary. Fear was not his 
weakness. Once, when he saw one of his priests being rough-handled bv 
a muscle man trespassing into the seminary compound, he was so 
annoyed that he reacted like Christ in the temple of Jerusalem He 
promptiy administered, with the help of his walking st c^ an argu- 
mentum adbaculum, to one of the priests of the opposite parW who 

was dSmcmd^rnrn th ti W ? 0le Llg Iy operation. Attention of everybody 
saved for h.rn ti, 0t tres P ass and the situation was 

intll v - The coldblooded murder of one of his bodyguards 

npithL y ,\ !Clndy the 01d Seminary could not unnerve him, 
ne ther could a loaded pistol held point blank to his chest. He 

i * ma , e i muc ) 1 s * enier stuff The question naturally arises as to 
w at was the motivation that sustained, him from succumbing to sucli 
se\urc onslaughts? On the spiritual side he was excommunicated, on 
tne physical side he was under constant threat of liquidation and on 
the social side at least a section of his own church was ranged 
against him* Why did lie brave all this and fight to the bitter end? 
-No persona] gain could have compensated an ascetic like him. 
rhese were his infinite faith in the destiny of his Church, in divino 
justice and the convictions imbibed from his predecessors like the 
Saint of Parumala and Mar Joseph Dionysius ofPulikkotih He was 
determined to see that the poor, simple and ancient church established 
by St. Thomas was not allowed to wither away* He was inspired 
by the purity and righteousness of his faith and believed that 
it ought to be nurtured and allowed to flower in its own 
oriental enviornment in this country itself. He believed that 
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this was his mission and he should protect his Church both from 
its internal and external detractors alike. Once convinced of this 
mission, he was willing to pay any price for its consummation 
and undergo any suffering for its sake. His heroic virtues arise from 
this situation. He suffered for this Church and the poignancy of his 
suffering, like that of Christ was that atleast some people for whom 
he bore the cross not only disowned him but even bekghted in 
mortifying him. 


His scholarship of the Syriac language and theology, his ability 
to understand and interpret the law of the land, his Impregnable 
logic and incisive intellect and above all his devotion to God and 
his saintly life have made him a unique soul, still hovering over 
Malankara and his people, always ready to help them. More and 
more people are seeking his intercession and witnessing to its efficacy 
I have experienced that often his intercessions are decisive and 
immediate and hence highly dependable, provided it is invoked with 
faith. He is already a saint for a large number of people like me 
and our number is bound to swell as Time lengthens the shadow 
of his memory. If and when he is declared as a Saint, the like 
of him even in the saintly fraternity will be rare. The Hindu 
Scripture Bhagavad Gita, mentions three Yogas for self-perfection 
which is the goal of life according to its philosophy nrp 

Karma Bhakti and Jnana ie action, devotion and cognition. 
Realization of God, they say is possible through any of the l ree 

paths indicated by these yogas The soul is endowed with S 
wmgs, viz, Bhakti and Jnana with Karma Yoga to serve as the tail 
to maintain balance. This analogy of a birr! ■ 

between the three Yogas and the Soul Desnite r f a , tlons ! lip 

to God, it W0dld o„. 8 bc proper to tecribe'X o' £ 
ively as a Bhakti Yogi. He himself had taken care 2 i -kii 

his devotion to God, in any conspicuous wl Tb i exhlb ‘ 
scholar in Theology, he did not claim superiority f hcmgh , a great 
the basis of his erudition. Though a ° r f ty ? ver others on 
strike or help people as the occasion demanded k^hen Wllling ( t0 
nded to be a Karma Yogi. But if we stud? t\J ’ he , ne T P rete ' 
history, there will be few men who have T * ot rcllg!0US 

so abmirably the virtues ofdevminn c .°. m Emed m themselves 
late Mar Dionysius. Such a cnmhi b Cogn i t,on ar >d action as the 
bolised by the lofty bird to which theHth ° f j 6 I?. ic virtues is s y m ' 
have alluded. Malankara Chm-r U c i , ba 2 avad Gita commentators 

soul that had made the church ?vi 10Uld move now ^ honour the 

1 L ' n what it is today. 


The Ministru of the Church- 
Two waifs of Understanding It 

(Paulos Mar Gregorios) 


One thing lias become clear in the cnnr«> „*■ 
discussion. What now divides Christians is not a diffem^W^ 1 
description of the Holy Trinity or of the Incarnation nf? in 
Christ. Doctrinal disagreement centres largely around the n!f US 
of the church, the sacramental mysteries of the church m3 7 
ministry of the church. urai and the 

These differences have their source primarily in our 
of and attitude to reality as a whole. In our time we who Zl Td 
product of an educational system shaped by western rhn* e 
are very much the victims of the Enlightenment We hav. ° n J 

m^ rtlCU i ar W ? y , ° f reaso , ning ’ bas( : d on io Sical demonstrabfiTnd 

functional usefulness as the most important criteria for and 

The Chnstmn theology shaped by that rationality partake^ 
the defects of that way of looking at things. pa takes> of all 

so Jo? ihistfs r •*•*»* 

and seek only that which is functionally efficient and it^efuf^^h- 1 ’ 
is a way of thinking inherited from western civil Thls 

“ has tsfe 

deeply expressed in art, music, sculpture and architecture t h ^ 
our rational discourse. We have today become p 00 r in a 3f ° "1 
architecture in music and painting, primarily because following 
western civilization, we have put more emphasis on loeical dice Wng 
and functional utility, and abandoned our own Sfe 
for the sake of a very superficial rationality. Gnity 

This affects our perceptions of God, of the Incarnation of th» 
y-nurch, and of its ministry and sacraments. We have tae 

functional understanding of the Church and of its dy a 

primarily in terms of their usefulness understood in ration m a , ments 
9, ar docll!1 ? ent on the Ministry, which we are discussing 
BEM, Faith & Order Paper III) suffers from the Sami’ /°day 
hough it strives hard to state in logical terms some of the , de ? ct ; 
perceptions about the nature of the Church and her 
ministry and mysteries. sacramental 
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The document speaks about the “authority and responsibility” (9) 
3Ut d ° e \ a S ° s pcak of the ministers’ presence which 
reminds the community of the divine initiative etc” (121 * A 

Sid deaTWbo^Vd mhliStry and the -denial ^steries 

an “ (b) f ““ c,ion ' 

area where we have 1 °compete consensus thfdo"^ this . is , 
and ambivalent. The two key nara "rml ,’, ? document is hesitant 

and function of the ordained minisfrt rn' 1101 , d ?f r,be the meaning 
worth citing here in full: m,mstr i> ('3 and 14), arc brief and 

13. 


14. 


assemble and build up the body ot^fS ™ mstry . !S . ° 
and teaching tiie Word nf Ch " st by proclaiming 
sacraments, and by ,y celebrating the 

worship, its mission and its c I r ; * f ° f communit y in ltS 

ned that the o,di¬ 

cing communion between^Chrict f tl, ! d “P “nd all-embr?- 
body. In the celebrTS o Sp" d . the ™mbers of h.s 
teaches and nourishes the* rim i ^ uc ^ lari st J Christ gathers 
to the meal and SSHfe. Il r is who’lnvlW 
presidency is signified fl nH lt ln most churches this 
minister” (emphasis added) ' £presenled b Y an ordained 

The two under-lined words n f 
churches which follow the anciem f ? rucial significance, for the 
representative character of the onhin ^ 0 "' The signifying and 
agreement among our churches d minister is the major dis- 

The differences relate , he qnestiom; 

r hi ij hat - is , re P res ented ? 
c , t'^'y 15 *1 re Presented? 

(c) Under what conditions is it r , 

(a) What is represented? ^presented? 

According to the docume ■ 

lied. Those who adhere to the* '*^ e Presidency” that is sign' 
■■presence of Christ” i s signified n!?* tradltion w °uld say that th 1 

W^n„u ,g i' Pnest ’ as 'Prophet 1 x\ ereIy as “President”, b u 
We would also say that this 1’ aS , Messiah > King and Pastor 

Eucharist, but throughout tfiehfe fn lS ^ nified "<* only at th 
_ C llte of th e Church and of the ordain* 


This idea of the MmJ* 

Yoilc fe of v,cw b r H j\r R d min41 " 
York, Seabosy, 1977 ^ T M, Nouvven, 


is expressed, from a 
J7*t? Living Reminder, 
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minister within it But for those churches which do not recognize 
the Eucharist as participation in Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice, the 
concept of Christ as High Priest, and his sacramental presence in 
the Eucharist, may not make much sense. In the documents dis¬ 
cussion of the Eucharist, the sacrificial character of the Eucharist 
is recognized, but in terms like the 'great sacrifice of praise’ 
(Eucharist 4 ), reducing the sacrifice to praise alone. When sacri¬ 
ficial words like ‘offer’ are used, they refer mainly to praise and 
prayer, but not to sacrifice as such. 

For the ancient tradition, the person of the bishop in the 
church and in its eucharistic sacrifice signifies more than 'presidency’, 
he signifies sacramentally the eternal High Priest, Christ Himself, 
offering his own life (body and blood) to God the Father. The 
commentary 1 : ( 8 ) on the Eucharist document refers to the Catholic 
understanding of the Eucharist as ‘-propitiatory sacrifice” and calls 
on the churches to "review the old controversies about ‘sacrifice 5 
and deepen their understanding of the reasons why other traditions 
than their own have either used or rejected this term.” The 
document on the Eucharist then goes on to recognize the sacrificial 
character of the Eucharist in para 10 : "In Christ we offer our¬ 
selves as a living and holy sacrifice in our daily lives, "but it cannot 
say that we do so primarily in the Eucharist and only derivatively 
in our daily lives. 

T his hesitancy in the Eucharist document carries over into the 
Ministry document. The concepts of sacramental presence and 
sacrifice are smuggled in, so to speak, in the Eucharist document 
(see e, g. Eucharist 6 ), and when it comes to the Ministry document, 
they almost fade out. As usual the central idea, not acceptable to 
the enlightened , of sacrifice, is relegated in the ministry document 
also, to the commentary. In 2: (17), the commentary says, 

"the priesthood of Christ and the priesthood of the baptized 
have in their respective ways the function (emphasis added) 
of sacrifice and intercession. As Christ has offered himself, 
Christians offer their whole being as ‘living sacrifice’.” 

This is good as far as it goes, except for that lousy word 
function* which has crept in. But it is only in the commentary 
and not in the main body of* the Ministry document which of 
course means that we have no consensus among the churches on 
this point. 

We return to the question: What is signified in the presence 
of the ordained minister in the Eucharist and in the life of the 
Body of Christ? The document says "this presidency is signified 
and represented by an ordained Minister is a sacramental presence 
of Christ the High Priest, the Perfect Prophet and the Messianic 
shepherd-King (pastor) in the life of the Church”. 













18 


19 


turn. 


What does ‘sacramental presence’ mean? To that we now 


(A) How is it represented? 

The mode of Christ’s presence in his body has to be under 
stood m sacramental terms, and that is why ordination is a sacra* 
mental mystery in the ancient tradition. 

are themselve^suhier^fo 1611 ^* and ‘sacramental presence’ 

are themselves subject to mis-under-standing and misuse ‘Sacra¬ 
mental mystery’ is a concocted term half T atm wr rrpek 
In Hebrew Aramaic or Greek there k™ , n> , haif Gr “V 
Sacrament i S therefore not a bfblW wo d tautin U wfcgJ 

recruits pledge and oath, an oath oftflBgiaS™ 10 mi!a " 1 m "’ J 


Christ’s pledge and^promise-im il'Tr t *| 1S ’ Vord l ' mean s ‘g ns °1 
in othef symbolic Sns of“ „ E “?. ,ar,s |’ “ the Baptism and 
equivalent of the SemiticTerm Le' d^,If 1 ’’, 11 was ! “‘°P t t d ", 
want the West Syrian pronunciation^ , u-’u - (/ ' 02e d ‘ idtho if ^ 
tes ekklesias, in Malayalam (sabhavuL ' WhlCh ; l! 1 Greek in tamyskrto 
was assimilated in the western concern ^ aidhlkarah asyangal). But J 
guarantee of a promise which k m ° he ldca of a pledge 0 
it. ’ Ch ,s the sense in which Luther takes 

In the ancient tradition a mift * • . 

in the hidden counsels of God in a com >nunity participation 

known in the community but thk ■ ‘° n into the will of God 

unsealing of a hidden secret. It k more than just a cognitive 
which one is assimilated into flip tz; a transforming experience 1,1 
earth, mto that company of the h I f® d ° m °f God as present ° n 
heavens (,. e . beyond the horizon ^ ° oes on earth and in 
w , n of ou t senses). 

When we then re-adont the i ■ 

like the “sacraments 1 mysteries ofl'h^u™ ^amentum in a phrase 

that makes real the communS^ u Ghurch’% we mean something 
tefj r 5, ak fy of the Kingdom t t V nsto [ mm g participation in the 
Chrismation, Eucharist n e“ gh . eart % experiences l> k ® 
and the anointing 0 f the sick ’ • Ord,natl on, absolution, marriag 6 

It is in relation to a * 

Christ h the h w-T use the other^el^ 6 + u aC « amental mysteries of W 
Christ the High Priest qna ^ er ni, the ‘Sacramental Presence 0 

episcopal college j ft t ] ie i ^ c j oci Shepherd in the Church” 
S B &3 nd deac ^St« UrCh ’ j ' e - the bSop with ^ 

°f the body of c2 d >g- hi > Chu,c P h eSe S' Zmb* 

Participate m this priestly and past ofa' 


ministry of Christ; but the ordained episcopal college represents 
Christ with his apostles and disciples in a special way, a visible, con¬ 
secrated presence within the Church* through persons specially set 
apart by special laying on of hands and invocation of the Holy 
spirit. 

It is this mode of presence that constitutes the specificity of 
the ordained clergy—not just their function, authority and respon¬ 
sibility, but their" presence itself. It was a distortion of the real 
disagreement when the ecumenical movement, began focussing an 
6 Apostolic Succession’ as the central issue. The real debate is about 
the “ordained episcopal college as sacramental presence of Christ 
the High Priest and Good Shepherd in His Church”. 

This mode always transcends the rational, moves into the realm 
beyond our senses, where our rational conceptual framework must 
fall to pieces if not transcended. ^ This is a fundamental philo¬ 
sophical queston-the mode of Christ’s presence experienced in trails- 
rational categories. The BEM document as a whole is plagued by 
the conflict between its genuine desire to be loyal to the authentic 
tradition of the Church on the one hand, and the attempt to 
explain that heritage in the rational-functional categories of the 
post-Enlightenment western civilisation. 

Until the concept of ‘"sacramental mysteries of the Church” is 
clarified and in relation to that the other term “sacramental presence 
of Christ” is interpreted, any attempt to explain the ministry in 
purely rational-functional and missiological terms would be seen by 
the authentic tradition as woefully inadequate 

Under what conditions? 

The conditions under which this sacramental presence can be 
authentic need to be discussed. 

(1) First of all a Sacramental Presence, separated from Him 
of whom it is the presence, loses its authenticity. It is only in 
sacramental union with Christ that the sacramental presence lives. 
In this way it is different from sign or symbol. 

(2) Second* the Sacramental Presence is not a gift 0 f the 
spirit for the individual bishop, presbyter or deacon, but something 
given for the Church, for its ‘oikodome* or upbuilding. Hence the 
Sacramental Presence becomes inauthentic when its integral relation 
to the whole community is broken. It is only in communion with 
the priesthood of the whole Church and on its foundation that the 
Sacramental Presence lives. In the Eastern tradition, the anointing 
of a bishop takes place at the time of his baptism, when he enters 
into participation in the Priest-Shepherd ministry of Christ, There 
.s no reanointing at the time of ordination. The priesthood of the 
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SbSSS** a * B **ws 

*» 

spirit, is consecrated to be that presence S0ld and 

raent” possible. One continues Z he LJ 1 * JS thus no “ retirc ' 
lives.. The person of the Bi“ l011g as °T 
not just their function. Thus is am aim- -° n ‘ s consecrated; 
between the older traditions and the new r itinnSi r °J d, “6re«nent 
of much modern theology. rational-functional approach 

The Ministry of women 

The other major element of disagreement relate t„ ,u 

tzzr m iu Church '^ r ssiz 

members of the'Body^of Christ^ind 61 ” 1116 . •^ Il are aIike 
Priestly-Pastoral ministry of Chrkt i d f , l ? artlcl P ;ite in the 
Body of Christ. This* innlkl *i 3S fu niember s of the 
chnsmated children ‘ ‘ PP also lo ail baptized and 


(b) 


(c) 


fd) 


00 


There is nothing in the frariu - - 
the instruction of St. Paul to thTcnr*^-■ Cfaureh - de sp: 
the teaching ministry to women ^f nt # faia ?. s *. tIlat f°™ 
say that women are not allowed to f radltlon does n 
or to exercise the ministry of aMn tIie Kin Sdo 

oth er. y 01 pastorally upbuilding ea 

In the long history of the fk„„i 

women has been consecrated^K-'l 1 very rec e«H times, i 

Of many women who were P m s hvS We do notknc 

times" 0 "' " °“ dsac °"«* i„ u» 

5s tr^ 
or * 

knowofa woman a d ? erha Ps W s £, t drora ™ s 31 
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women prophets (Lk.2:36, Rev. 2:20) but no women 
Apostles of whom we know. 

(f) We know that the arrangement made by the Apostles in 
all the churches which they established was to set up a 
group of make elders with a presiding make episkopos. This 
apostolic pattern has continued for nearly 2000 years 
without being questioned. For these traditions that put 
some weight on tradition, this is heavy weight indeed. 

Our BEM document seems to take the attitude: “the less said 
the better” on this issue. The second part of para 18 is very 
cursory treatment of the question indeed. The commentary on para 
IS makes some cryptic allusions to the “nature of humanity and 
Christo logy” which are far from dear. The document would have 
been much more useful if the case had been more adeouatelv 
presented on both sides, 4 ™ 

* * * * 


Forms of the Ordained Ministry 

As for the forms of the Ordained Mmictrv i 

nostalgically regrets that “there is no single New Testament t p,°« m ™ t 
as if the function of the New Testament wer^ , Pattern”, 

for the ordering of the Church. The Apostles set d ?™P a, *f ras 
patterns for the Ministry, and the Chnreh w d ? certam 
centuries made many changes nnrt + f- ^ as \ throughout the 
some cases) abandoning the basic n^ 0nS without (except in 

recommends the threeSd ,„S ‘ ' f pa,tl!rn - The document 
as “an expression of 2 S “Z <***" *«?* 

achieving it” (22) though th»x „ s , and a * so as a means for 
reform” { gh the pattem ‘stands evidently in need of 


Ordination °^ er areas [ike Apostolic succession and 

satis? TZ J Cmn ? ent? : vhcrc the document heroically tries to 
authentic at the same time to be faithful to the 

Km * tradition. The success in this regard is commendable, 
out certainly not total. 


, here is no dealing with the thorny problem that theologically 
f n0 P erson can °^ er himself or herself as a candidate 

_, r - ministry. It is the Spirit and the Community of faith that 

looses and calls, hi our systems this aspect has become largely 
nominal. 


For one who has laboured long with previous drafts of the 
Ministry document, this last version marks enormous-improvement. 
As a discussion starter, this is a good document, except for its 
defects pointed out in the first part of this paper. 












News and Notes 


The Church in Poland Today 

Whereas freedom to belong to a religious community and pra¬ 
ctice one's faith is guaranteed legislatively by virtually all socialist 
countries, the ‘space’ which is given in actual practice to diiferent 
forms of religious practice varies considerably. Poland is probably 
the country with most latitude in this respect. And in spite of the 
economic and political turmoil of the past few years one can even 
note an increase in the diversity and intensity of religious activity. 

The traditionally very strong position of the Roman Catholic 
Church has been a factor which the state could not neglect, and in 
spite of the often difficult position for the much smaller Orthodox, 
Old Catholic and Protestant churches, they too have benefited from 
the forceful presence of the Roman Catholic Church in the Polish 
society. 


To illustrate the freedom given to church activities in the past 
few years the following can be mentioned as examples: 

— permissions to build ’new churches and church-related 
buildings have been given very readily. 

- and sale of Bibles and other Christian 

literature has been very liberal and increased tremendously Some 
months ago the first non-Catholic Christian hnnUh™ ' a 
by the Lutheran Church in Cieszyn. b °° kshop was °P ened 

— Since 1982 PEC member churches havp & < 

programmes.' 0 televis ' on for tegular transmissionstf'^” 

of r sss tr&rfv* *>??« 

material aid to the Polish population! ' ^annels of providing 

— public evangelization campaigns am ™ , , 

by the churches with increased attendance T gu arly carried ou 

— children’s and youth camm a ,l 

churches each summer. P dre arranged by all PE< 

— the Lutheran Church Ins h». 

Association for intellectuals * Deen P ei 'mitted to establish a 

petrol allowances To‘visit XlfftheiT p^STete''^ 011 “ 
It is understandable that tuv ■ 

is much neeoeo not lL t now Eh e ° 
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pope. Bilateral as well as multilateral (WCC, etc.) relationships 
have been intensified over the last few years, partly-but certainly 
not only-due to the vast programme of material aid. 

(Courtesy—EPS) 


Sermon prompts Danish church-state Brouhaha 

A church-state brouhaha has developed in Denmark in the wake 
of a nationally-televised Christmas Eve sermon which some 
considered too political. 

In the sermon, Lutheran Pastor Birte Andersen compared the 
(JS-led “peace” in Western Europe to the Pax Romana, the rule 
of the Roman Empire over much of the world at the time of Jesus’ 
birth. She said the contemporary European situation is ‘‘based on 
hidden control, moral corruption, and hidden violence,” 

In the wake of complaints, government religious affairs minister 
Elsebeth Kock-Petersen asked Andersen’s bishop, Ole Bcrtelsen 
for a report and evaluation in preparation for possible action 
against the pastor. Like all clergy of the numerically-dominant 
Lutheran “folk church”, Andersen is a civil servant paid by the 


Bertelsen declined Kock-Petersen*s request: “I do not accent 

Sf the pastors he ™. !p ' ntUal s “P=™sion over the proclamation 

freedlm S°nrn5 aSei V bish f P , addeci that “ al) attempts to limit the 
has i dictnJL./tarnation of the church disclose that this society 
whnf thp °f what freedom, humaneness, and 

i: a H . + ^ tur £. 0 ^ state is”. In a radio interview, he under- 
latthe Danish constitution does not require the church to 
support the state, only that the state help fund the church* Faced 
with bertelsen s refusal, support on that principle from the other 
. Lutheran bishops, and rising political pressure, the government 
minister withdrew her request* That is understood to mean that no 
government action will be taken on the issue* 


Quakers on Grenada 

A delegation which visited Grenada under auspices of the 
American Friends Service Committee, a Quaker-related agency, has 
condemned last October's USHed invasion of the Caribbean island* 
The delegation says there were ^non-violent alternatives to the 
precipitate use of military force, which would have avoided the 
disruption and polarisation now evident throughout the region/' 
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One delegation member said that while Grenadians at first welcomed 
the invasion, they “would have welcomed the devil” in the wake 
of the murder of Prime Minister Maurice Bishop and the martial- 
law period which followed. Now, islanders are “cynical and 
depressed.” 

Catholic/Orthodox meeting 

The heads of the world s Eastern (Constantinople) Orthodox 
churches have been invited to participate in an ecumenical meeting 
with Pope John Paul and other Vatican representatives in Bari in 
southeast Italy 26 February. Bari was the site of a 10S9 meeting 
which attempted to reconcile Eastern (Constantinople) Orthodoxy 
and Catholicism, which formally split in 1054, 

Tributes to Two Ecumenical Giants by \y. C, C* 

On behalf of the World Council of Churches and on my own 
behalf 1 want to express our deepest condolences to [son] Stephen 
and the family on the passing from life to life of our beloved 
Robert Mackie. Generations of students and of church leaders 
and people have owed a great debt to Robert for his sturdy faith 
his lively wit and wisdom, and his constant caring for all be met 
around the world and especially for those in need. My relation shin 
with him goes back to nearly 57 years when at a postwar sSS 
conference and the beginning of the cold war he remind^ 
the words of Lamentations: “It is by thy merev f US °f 
consumed”. y raerc > that we are not 

Those words have left a deep mark on „ T , 
continue his work in the ecumenical mm™ ‘\ s ^ lave tr * ed 1 j 
Council during these troubled times ' In : t ,° Ven i ent and tbe World 
tributed significantly in creating the fellow^- u y ? ars Robert con ' 
of the life of World Council of Chum t? ) vhlch ls a t the heart 
the churches to understand what it mMnf! a P d be particularly helped 
sharing the mercy of God as thev r„i ^ t0 a * d to each other 

it, ^ y on it and are renewed by 

We thank God for all that SnS. , i 
the churches and people the Dert has beea to and done for 

be found faithful to share with r, 0 ^ and we Pray that we will 
saints in our allegiance to our Jl, ”lPV n the communion of the 

crucified and risen Lord. 

* * 

* * * 

On behalf of the World r . 

president Dr. Visser ’t Ho oft ° U , !lcl °t Churches, of our honorary 

profound condolences to the fwi °V? y OWI1 be half 1 send out 
m Christ, John Coventry y a , nd f netlds of ollr dear brother 

m the communion of the* saint* < W 1 '° las P assed from life to lif e 

a «nts. John characteristically ended his 
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ministry on Sunday by speaking of the church as the community 
of believers all over the world as he told the story of his partici¬ 
pation in the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
This was a fitting climax of his life and witness together with his 
being present [last June] for the union of the two great [US] Pre¬ 
sbyterian churches for which he worked for so long. 

John understood the Gospel as being addressed to all people 
and to every aspect of life and he saw the church to he missionary 
through aud through. His missionary experience in Japan, his 
years of service to his church through COEMAR [Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations], his role in facilitating the 
integration of the International Missionary Council and the World 
Council of Churches, and his leadership in the World Council as 
counsellor and president all demonstrated the ecumenical and 
world-wide spirit which was so natural to him. 

We all owe a great debt to John for his steady, gentle and 
generous faith in Christ, his wise statesmanship, his openness to 
others and eagerness to enable others to witness and serve, his 
gracious, brotherly way with all of us, and his unchangeable con¬ 
fidence in the purpose of God to unite all peoples and all things 
in Christ. We thank God for John Coventry Smith and dedicate 
ourselves to be servants of the Church as a world community 
being a sign of the world community to come under the sovereignty 
of our gracious God, 


Communist Party Policy and Religion 

The following statement was offered 14 December during the 
two—week visit of the British Council of Churches delegation to Chinn. 
Graeme C. Jackson of the British Methodist Overseas Divison, a 
member of the BCC delegation t notes that the statement "was made 
at the initiation of Madame Chou EnlaV\ and that Canterbury 
Archbishop Robert Runcie , BCC president and delegation leader , 
"had asked no questions relating to this matter" in connection with 
their meeting. 


At the founding of the Peopled Republic of China the first 
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference brought all 
parties, non-party and other organizations together in a common 
programme. One of the stipulations agreed upon was that citizens 
of China have freedom of religious belief. No matter what form 
church activities take, provided they carry on the normal enure i 
activities and are in conformity with the true principles (or essentials^ 
of the faith, these churches are protected by law Since Chinese 
citizens have this freedom and right to religious belief, we do not 
force anyone to believe or not to believe in religion. 


s' 
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It is not permitted to make use of religion to do anvthine 
detrimental to the interests of the people or ft f t S cL yt 
disrupt the construction of the country ^ State ° r t0 

,» himS " f *° “■« « ■* ‘o believe 

Tbtt^ST f ?r belief. 

Republic of China. It was writ en into S S'°, E ° f the Pe °P le ' s 
the first National People’s Congress * constltutlon in 

fifth National People’s Congress which revitdfn WS convened our 
this revision has been included the 3fith Artide ? onstl .V 1 . tl , on - In 
the freedom of the individual to religiousbelief' h eXp iCltly stateS 

There was indeed a time when civil ■, ■ 

resulted in the policy being not carried oit *£^ 1 ^ aid C ° Untry 
cases even actions against the policy took nlAA P %i u in , some 
the regulations and mistakes"arebdn, corrcctcd ^ 0 ,^^ 1165 ° f 
now carry out religious activities of their own accord. P ° may 

[n the constitution it is clearly stinnlaiwi +u i 
no discrimination against those who believe in a IJr'^ should be 
who don’t believe in any religion. No matter wfiTl'® 10 ? ? r those 
believes in, all who have religious belief” are elffH * Tellglon one 
rights to citizenship and may take tSr aU 

economic structures of the country in ail ;+ 1 11 the s °cial and 

building up of the nation. ^ 3,1 lts as P ec ts including the 

In the organization in which I work t . nil _„ 
people s organizations including religious L J® PPCC > there are 
when your grace and others are formme X— ° ns ’ Therefore 
visit China we welcome you warmly. g reil gmus delegation to 

Your visit to China will lead to 

friendship between the people of China and!n ding aild increased 
and especially between the Chinese pconC .nf/" 0 ^ 6 of Britain, 
The visit will also contribute to th* ■ anc ^ British Christians 
understanding between the PfiJi™ * le m crease of frienrid ■ ^a 

KT 

^ 'oft™ Ch “ 111 - — 

the Lutheran Church in p ne ^ Spaper c °mment on m , . 

although invited d V Rome ' TJ ie other R„ i V he P°Pe’s visit to 
explained that lb d not ta ^ e part The m 3n Protestant churches, 
“g'Iepope &r d ^ood E Liuheri mte f Stan ^ deration 
of December dld °ot coLSS th^° ns “ receiV / 

naa hel Ped the ecumenkai j. servic e of the 11th 
ecumenical dialogue. It gave the' 
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impression that unity had already been substantially arrived at that 
differences had virtually ceased to exist. 

This stand of ours certainly does not moan that we are not 
ready for meetings for prayer and study with Catholics They have 
been going oil for years. Following the pope’s visit, the decision 
not to take part has seemed to have been a wise one (though un¬ 
pleasing to our Lutheran brothers) because it was at least^clear 
amongst all the ecumenical muddles. * 

There is a way of conceiving the Church which is too far awav 
roin our conception of it. Symbolic gestures too easily slip out of 
the hands of those who thought them up. In this case police bar 
riers, scrutiny of those going into the church, all became theological 
facts in need of careful thought. Is it possible to meet the pone as 
a brother ? He represents a church which claims power Would w 
secretly be bowing down and envying that status ? ' 

The figure of the pope with its suggestions of h«n n +i 
of all the churches, is really at the heart of the ecumenLd ^ se ™ nt 
We cannot give the impression of something different f P™ blera - 
the local character of the meeting was careS 1 lh[ , s case 
Roman Lutherans made it quite plain that the?/ y r ? s P ected > the 
Pf recognizing papal authority. They menUold tb' 6 ?-’^ n ° danger 
the unity debate_ ^ mentl0ne ^ tricky points in 




The Kissinger Commission Report 

Commission ‘on *! y [bef ° re tbe Kissin S er 

atedly indicated thev believed tod-ivV° w-° f the corn missioners repe- 
worse than Nicaragua under v,-,,, dy . S / N ' < cara S u a_ to be as bad as or 

that he believes Nicaragua is as ? m ° 2a > Mr - Kissinger made it dear 
Nicaragua is as bad as or worse than Nazi Germany. 


that massive^lnlbmrv 11 '/^reading leads naturally to the conclusion 
that might create a i/ 0 v : ’ S necessary to destroy any movement 
must slio re im Vj‘ & nCW TTicaragua. In this view no economic aid 

otE re n r M !L N ' CaragUa ’ though (US) $ 8 billion is proposed for 
otner repressive regimes, such as Guatemala’s. 

here Tn^r seem ® d be one point on which the commission mem- 
Ti ti 1 a ^ ree i^: All nations ought to be judged by the same criteria. 

le report fails to do that. If free elections are desirable in 
iNJcaragua, why not in Guatemala ? If guerrilla activity in El 
Salvador is bad, why support it against Nicaragua ? 


No one would argue that the Nicaraguan government is per- 
iect-far from it-but it has provided a great hope to the poor 
multitudes of Latin America who see in Nicaragua symbol of 
victory over bloody repression. 
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Message of the Polish Ecumenical Council 

...The situation in which the wnrM i;„ ac . „„ . , 

of this truth (that Jesus Christ is “our life Jn a *? en J. s r t0 a negation 

The shadow of holocaust is looming ov^the of '■'= world"). 

and hunger of hundreds of millions of inhabtonK 
violence and terror in many countries wmrJr i ntS op earth, 
trampling on human rights, threat’ to hS m . SOme re = ionS ’ 
diseases, and, first and foremost the J;!l tlira environment, 
armaments and threat of a nuclear war ? pin .§ out °. f control of 
the motto, “Jesus Christ-the life of tire wnrlH’’ ® circum stances 
ter of a profession which, as history tells m ’ f sumes . a charac- 
he paid by suffering and even martyrdom. ’ y a time had t0 

Also our country is wrestling with the Hifr,n„ir 
crisis. The toil of the entire nation is vJ T 1 ' Cll * tl . es op a profound 
effects which are necessary for all of m ^ t[° desired 

conditions breed discouragement and resignation a mJ rt ?^ Cult , living 
that it is on our own laboriousness, effectiveness ^ ti® know 
that the change for an improvement of r d - product *vity 
depends. That is why our churches point L kl llvm S standard 

of work, its deep sense and dignity well 1 arm. ethos 
of creation. At the same time they m God ’s order 

and hope indispensable for the constmetio^ of ^n P atlence 

for our Homeland. cllon of a better tomorrow 

We have enough problems to concentre „ , 
and shortages. And yet, we are not an isokk? °f our troubles 
among the community of nations the ‘« ted lslaa d. We live 
whose riches or shortages are bv fk u uent and the noor 
and shortages. This global family of !,„ t . blgge . r Ula n our resources 
threat. The stepped-up prod™ im 0 T'°S ls one cZS 

means conducive to averting the dan™- 0dern weapons is hv no 
the contrary, the more weapons ff ° US Spectrs of ho To 

weaker the ba,a„ee of p„w e P r , “ *= 

Aware of those dangers anti ti 1 for P eace ! 

in striving to preserve Ille great Christian . ... 

Assembly of the World k, su PPort the stan res P ons| bihty 

necessity of preparing St,k U r Cl1 of Churches , t£ \ nce ofthe Sixth 
which w y o„ld P WelaS 5 Jf“> on <1* 

weapons .gains, humanity. " ,e ««ion aud tteLtfiSS 

The common threm ic .. . 
and unity in the service of a far 


unity in the service 'f tached by a far m n „ 
peace, inspire anti-armamf pcace - The chnJC Perfect solidarit 

port cooperation wither a , nd an ti-militariSL ^ . pra l' in E pc 


Also we 
united in 
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Solidarizing with those who oppose the temptation of military 
confrontation and the arms race, we treat our participation in the 
service for peace as a testimony of our will, as a status confesstonis 
and emulation of Jesus Christ. True to this motivation of our 
actions we support the earliest possible end to the escalation 
of fear and nuclear terror and resumption of the suspended negoti¬ 
ations in Geneva, As evangelists we share the conviction that only 
dialogue, cooperation and consistent application of peaceful means 
may lead” . *. first to the reduction of nuclear forces and later 
to their total liquidation and saving the world from a holocaust” 

(Courtesy—EPS) 

A Suicide that was Murder 

A case that was recorded as a suicide two years ago has now 
being shown to be a murder. 

Two years ago, when Inspector Soman George of Kerala 
Police, died of gunshot wounds on his chest sustained while on 
duty in his office, it was officially stated that he had taken his 
own life. 

After a post mortem steps were under way to bury the body 
a t night - But the deceased’s relatives arrived on the scene and 
asked for a second post mortem. It was done the next 
morning and the body was buried with police honours. Though 
the second doctor had recovered a few more bullets from the body 
and certified that there were three wounds on the dead officer s 
chest, the official theory of suicide stood. The department and 
the government treated the matter as dosed. 

But the members of the bereaved family refused to accept the 
official theory. They were convinced that there was foul play 
behind Inspector George’s death. They brought to light an anony¬ 
mous letter which he had received two days before his end 
warning him that his days were numbered. The letter was dismissed 
by the authorities as of no consequence. 

George’s young widow Alice acted with determination to dear 
the memory of her husband. With the help of a few fellow Han- 
jans, Hindu as well as Christian, and a human rights lawyer, sue 
staged an year long dharna in front of the State secretariat m 
Trivandrum, When it had gone half way through, a political 
change took place in the state and Alice’s plea fell sympathetic 
ears. A senior officer of the Revenue Board reported that evidence 
collected by him had shown that George had died of three snots 
fired at his chest from a minimum distance of two metres. 
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by the local police. On the anniversarv of the fullly ’ arialded 

offered a post in public service by the govemmenf Allce WES 

grounds; and the CBI arrested seven consSS 

under him at the time of his death. ' D ° who liad worked 

At this stage newspapers probed the 
with stones connected with what they deserih atld came out 

leading to George’s murder by his^own clr cumstances 

that all the constables claimed upper class „ ast . ables - It appeared 
dtg for them to work under a pulaya fHarih,n!’ ,? nd ! l was infra 
(new Christian). Besides, George was 3 J f- C ] , and put m Ch ristiani 
service and rectitude of conduct He l if er for discipline in 
and corruption. On one occasion he nrrWa not tolerate bribery 
Rs. 50 to a lorry driver from whom it had t a Con ^ to return 
The same day, the constables are recoiled t „ collected illegally. 

spiracy to kill the officer with the service f °[ med a COQ - 

station. service revolver kept in the 

The CBI investigation into the case hot t. 
stage. Tne case has reached an advanced 

Moderator of Church of North India elected 
Bishop Dinesh Chandra Gorai pmt iv t. 
elected Moderator of the Church of North lnJ-° P r° f Calca tta f was 
years during the CNl synod heid in Nagjur for the «<*t thrS 

be retiring from his bishopric next v^ B h , op of Nagpur -i 

of age, sixty-five is the compulsorl *'l whlIe completion Is W1 
the Church of North India P pi, y , retirement ace f ^years 
Church in India Church of South India and — PS ' 

Bishop 

in place of oisnop Uorai, n 

tbe representatives^°fr om* °th.e ^J Cted 1,1 me Synod ( I 
addition to all the bishops 2ft 

Tk „ , ‘ Ch raee N aft er 


—“ Methoc 

™ , meets after everv th 

The Church of North r j- y U 

Anglicans, Presbyterian* n ind,a w as f orrriA j • 
of Christ. It ha™ ’ ^ McthoS '" ( !970 ’ siting 
dioceses in North India t! " Slx lakhs nf Bptlsts and Discit 

New Delhi and the Generffi’L^ 1 Syn od Secmtart T r' P with 

Secretary j s R ev p ^ tariat function; 

• intam Santram. 
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